                                                    Children's  Ministry Committee Minutes

                                                                   June 17, 2009

Our Vision: We will prepare our children to go out into the world as Christians.

Attendees:  Cathy Black , elder; Lauren Balletto;Rachel Boeckenhauer ; Sandy Dwyer ; Darren King;;Linda Smith- Gregory.,Sunday School Superintendent. Special guests from the Children Music Ministry were Geri Foster,Associate Music Director ;Cappi McNeill.

 The meeting  was opened with prayer ; a devotional titled Twinkies and Root beer- the power of the smallest act of caring We welcomed  our new member  Sandy Dwyer and the Children Music Ministry Team

Children's Music Ministry

Children's Music Program will start up again Sunday September 13, 2009 and go through to Easter. The schedule will remain the same with 4:45-5:00 pm – bells ( 2nd- 5th grade ) ; 5:00- 5:30 pm- PreK/ K choir and 5:30- 6:00pm- choir grade 1-5. Choir and Bells Sunday performances will be twice each semester or  4 times a year on the same day. These are tentatively scheduled for mid – late  October, Christmas, Children's Sabbath and Easter. Cappi McNeil plans to lead a music component in Sunday School. Suggestion was made to introduce the children to chimes some of those sessions. All agreed to a Children's Sabbath late February which will include a musical message by the children. 

Birth to Three Ministry

  Mommy and Me Group is meeting weekly Saturday Mornings for Tiny Tadpole VBS. This has been a very  fun and exciting time for parents ; grandparents and infants/ toddlers to learn God's Word together. Plans are being made to continue this group with educational; music and play groups.

Vacation Bible School ( VBS)

 From June 7th - 14th the stories of Moses and the Resurrection Story came alive on  WPC campus through  music; games; crafts; mission and bible exploration.. Crocodile Dock,VBS 2009 was an awesome time for all ages. Our “God Sighting “lights illuminated the dock.  Each night the number of participants increased  With a donation from a WPC member we will be able to purchase a cow . We have raised 2,750 towards the Heifer Project Arc. We hope to target Children's Sabbath February 2010 as the conclusion of this project..Representatives from both ICM and Presbyterian Children's Home were able to speak directly to VBS participants during the week which really enriched our understanding of the value of rice, macaroni and beans; and the activity kits.  Over 30 youth participated each night as volunteers; cleanup and after hours VBS. Recap meeting  for planning team scheduled for Saturday June 20, 2009.   See VBS commendations at end.

Sunday School/GIGL; 

This summer will be  the “ Summer of the Family” with the Group Curriculum “ In the Dog House” and Arctic Antics” Our Fall semester will  introduce our new Children's Chapel which will replace the current GIGL during 11:00am service.. Weekly the children will learn and experience components of the worship service while preparing them for full participation in worship.. 

Childcare

We welcome Jeanie to our childcare team. She was quickly immersed in her new position with VBS childcare needs.    

Playground Needs

World of Wisdom, a local daycare is now using our playground twice a week as their play area. We have had a covered sandbox donated to the playground. See commendations at end

Saturday Night Family Fellowship

The second Saturday  evening of each month this summer Children's Ministry will be hosting a fellowship, food and fun event in Bouton Hall. A potluck meal starting at 5:30 PM will be followed by fun activities for children while adults enjoy fellowship and games. Remaining  dates this summer are July 11 and August 8th. The latter will be in conjunction with the Fellowship Team's  Ice cream Social. Sandy and Lauren will organize July 11th and Linda and Sandy will work with Fellowship in organizing August 8th.  What a great way to get to know other parents and make lasting friendships.

Children's Ministry Brochure

Caressa, Linda and Cathy are working on developing an eye catching yet informative Children's Ministry Brochure which can go into Visitor and New Member Packets.  The completed brochure will be emailed to members for approval before submitting.

Children and Youth Safety Commission-

This commission continues  work diligently at revising the WPC Child Protection Policies. Our goal for completion is the end of August. 

Meeting was closed with prayer by Cathy Black

 Next Meeting is August 19 , 2009. 

Respectfully Submitted by Cathy Black, Children's Ministry Elder

 Special Commendations:

1.VBS 2009 was amazing experience thanks to many willing and talented volunteers: Nina Moede and her planning team;Kim Kinsler for set and decorations; Karen Rix for crafts; Sandy Dwyer for communications/ registration; dinner crew; snack crew; our story tellers; guides; teachers; youth volunteers; parents and especially the children. Special thanks to the enthusiastic youth who volunteered in varying roles including cleanup.

2.World of Wisdom Daycare and our children thank our  playground cleanup team :Eric Kinsler; Jennifer Paden; Richard Koester; Daniel Black; Marshal and Lynn Godwin for making the playground a safe environment. 

